Ghar Sita Mutu relies on the generosity of friends like you.
All donations are tax deductible.

Celebrating our 10th Anniversary!

Please make all checks payable
to our fiscal sponsor:
The Candy Jernigan Foundation for the Arts.
Note “Ghar Sita Mutu” on your check.
Donor name(s) to be acknowledged:
Donation amount: $
Check one:
Address:

□Check □Cash

City:
State:
e-mail:
Phone (optional):

Zip:

You can also mail a check to our NEW address:
Ghar Sita Mutu
151 First Ave., #74
New York, NY 10003

This is such an exciting year for
Ghar Sita Mutu as we celebrate
our 10th anniversary! It’s gratifying
to look back and see how far
we’ve come as an organization.
Starting out with two little
abandoned boys who at first had
to attend boarding school, we now
have a facility where we help
hundreds of Nepali women and
children with a wide variety of
programs.

OR

Give online: www.GharSitaMutu.org
Questions? Contact Beverly Bronson
bevbronson@yahoo.com or 212-539-0832

Today Krishna and Babu are happy
and healthy 15- and 13-year-old teens.

permanent and loving home for a
frightened abandoned child. We
also provide skills training,
emergency medical help, gifts of
goats or clothing, and occasionally
financial assistance. Mostly we try
to give hope, for without any hope
of change, life can feel pretty
desperate.
It is, of course, thanks to our
generous supporters and friends
who make it all possible. My
sincerest thanks to you all.

Krishna and Babu were just five and
two years old, when Beverly found
them huddled in front of their tin hut
after their mother abandoned them.

Sometimes that help is as simple
as a gift of vegetables from our
garden and sometimes it’s
substantial such as providing a
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Krishna’s painting of the GSM family.
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Our core programs are directly
tied to our mission. As a small
flexible organization, we can
adapt and change programming
quickly to respond to new and
evolving needs.
Childrens home. We provide a
safe, loving and enriching home
for 18 children who attend a local
school with tuition paid for by
sponsors. The home provides
employment for several local
people, including two comanagers.
Children’s Learning Center. A
program provides daily tutoring to
teach literacy to children who are
not in school, with the goal of
helping them obtain scholarships
to attend a formal school.
Women’s Training Program.
Free feltmaking, knitting, sewing
and candlemaking classes are
taught to local women, who in turn
are making craft items that are
sold in the US and UK, with the

Baby Abhaya is
the newest
member of the
GSM family.
Beverly
intervened after
the mother said
she was going to
throw the
newborn onto the
rubbish heap.
Below Abhaya’s new big sisters wait for
her to wake up.

Draupadi (center) completed our basic
literacy class while working as our
cleaning lady. She is now doing simple
math and opened up a small shop down
the road from our house.

proceeds going back directly to
fund the program. Women are
paid a stipend to help support
their families until their skill level is
high enough, and then they are
paid by the piece. Trainees also
receive basic literacy and math
courses.
Women learn to make felt
(left), and then use the felt to
make crafts such as hand
puppets like the one pictured
below.

A rapt audience at our first ever Health
Camp in 2011. Many women’s health
topics which are rarely discussed in
Nepali society were covered.

Laxmi, Laxman, Rojina & Maya just
before they set off for a day of school.
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Sometimes our outreach extends
outside the city. We gave rural families a
gift of a goat to help feed their children
and provide income from the goats milk.

We are so grateful to our many donors
and supporters. Fundraisers held by
friends in the US and abroad are our life
blood. Colleen Boland (third from left
above) hosts a yearly fundraiser with
band members from Ayurveda in
upstate New York.

Our library has been an important
resource for neighborhood children.
Many of them don’t have a single book
in their home.
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We look forward to the future as
we continue to fulfill our mission
and strengthen our organization.
Plans include:
• Begin holding regular wellness
clinic hours for women and
children. Begin plans to open an
on-site medical clinic staffed with
volunteer doctors and nurses.
• Conduct a capital campaign to
build an additional facility to hold a
clinic plus house returning GSM
family members who visit or need
temporary shelter after aging out
of GSM programs. The building
will also have a computer room
available to the community and
provide living space for volunteer
visitors.
• Obtain our 501(c)(3) status,
which provides tax exempt
recognition by the Internal
Revenue Service. Currently, the
organization operates under a
fiscal sponsor, limiting the types of
grants GSM can apply for. Recruit

Beverly Mummy with baby Sujiita in
2006.

a board of directors in the US. As
an NGO (Non-Governmental
Organization) registered in Nepal,
we also have a board of directors
there.

Family Outreach Program.
Examples of help provided to
families include:
· Emergency medical help.
· School fees for children of
staff members and seven
other needy children.
· Distribution of used clothing
brought from the US to local
children.
· New shoes for children who
don’t own any.
· Optical services – many
women come to training and
can’t see properly, nor can
they afford glasses.
is not free in Nepal, and many parents
· Water filters for children with Schooling
cannot afford to send their children. These
chronic illnesses.
children are students in GSM’s Children’s
Learning Centre.

• Move the administrative office
out of Beverly’s apartment and
into a space donated by the Lower
East Side Girls Club. Develop a
formal volunteer program in New
York City.
• Establish a reserve fund to help
to help the organization deal with
any emergency needs.

The entire Ghar Sita Mutu family including many of the staff in 2010.
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This house and land were purchased in 2004 with the help of generous friends to
provide a permanent home for Ghar Sita Mutu. All of our programming takes place
here. We use green sustainable practices. The house is partially solar and we have
a large garden and greenhouse and also vermicost with worms.
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forms a plan to open a home for
abandoned children and destitute
mothers.
1999 - Beverly Bronson, GSM
founder, travels to Tibet and
Nepal, working as a volunteer
social worker for the Himalayan
Healing Centre, a clinic and
school.
2000 - Beverly finds Babu and
Krishna, two brothers aged two
and five, abandoned by their
mother. She becomes their
guardian and arranges for
schooling and care for them.
When the boys do not thrive, she

2001 - Beverly returns to Nepal
and rents a 12-room house,
opening Ghar Sita Mutu – House
with a Heart in April of 2001.
2003 - Candy Jernigan
Foundation for the Arts becomes
the fiscal sponsor for the
organization thanks to the
generosity of Philip Glass.
2004 - A house and land are
purchased with funding from
generous donors in London who
donate $100,000 for the house (a
former carpet factory) and
land. They also lend
$80,000 in interest-free
dollars for renovations.
2005 - The house and the
land donors visit GSM and
are so pleased with the
work being done that they
forgive the $80,000 loan.

Manu, Manisha, Mamata (above) were abandoned
in 2003 by their mother. The three sisters (Manu,
Mamata, Manisha) are thriving in our home, shown
below in a 2011 photo.

2006 - Monsoon rains
cause a retaining wall on
the property to fail, wiping
out the house’s large
vegetable garden, which is
a major source of food for
the house. Neighbors pitch
in to help rebuild the wall
with a reinforced
foundation. The
organization begins
gathering items for an
earthquake survival kit.
2007 – Land next door is
purchased for $15,000 to
solve sewer and drainage
problems. GSM receives its
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first two grants: The
Shelley & Donald Rubin
Foundation makes a grant
of $5,000 to teach women
feltmaking and the Don
Splawn Foundation East
grants $1,000 to initiate
the Children’s Learning
Centre. A donor database
is set up.
2008 - A new classroom
and boys wing addition
are constructed.
Candlemaking is added to
the training program. A
volunteer puts together
employee guidelines,
procedures and manuals
to professionalize
operations at the house. A
strategic plan is
completed.

Kamala (far left above) shown with her three younger
brothers was sent by her parents to a village to work
as a servant at age five. Beverly made it possible for
her to return home, but eventually her troubled
parents turned all four children out into the street.
Kamala and Buddha today live at the GSM house
and both are top students. GSM provides tuition and
boarding for the two other boys, who spend all of their
holidays at the GSM house. The photo below is a
recent shot of Kamala and her brothers.

2009 - GSM’s income
increases to $98,000 from
$50,000 in 2008. Several
armed men break into the
house. No one is hurt, but
the robbers make off with
a significant amount of
cash and goods. Plans
begin to improve security.
Capital improvements
include the construction of
a new classroom and a
green house for growing
vegetables.
2010 – International
Rotary clubs from
Bhaktapur, Nepal; Corning, NY;
and Napoli, Italy, play a significant
part in raising funds and planning
for a new security system and
solar back-up system.

2011 – GSM holds its first health
camp attended by 60 women. The
organization celebrates its tenth
anniversary.
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